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A VERY IDA CHRISTMAS
Sun., 12/20 • 2pm • Historic Theater

SUPPORT THE MUSIC HALL DURING THE COVID-19 CRISIS
The arts are fundamental to our humanity. They inspire us, they bring us joy, they help us to grow and express ourselves, and they build 
bridges between cultures. The Music Hall has been enriching the lives of Seacoast residents for more than 140 years. A fundamental 
component of our thriving community, The Music Hall is a key player in the region’s economic vitality. The coronavirus has had a 
devastating economic impact on America’s nonprofit arts sector, a $166 billion industry, and we are sure to feel the effects for many years.

Beyond stabilizing the health of this cultural institution, supporting The Music Hall is a substantive step in the wider effort to ensure 
economic and social stability for our region as a whole during this difficult time. When you support The Music Hall, you support 
our artists, employees, and vendors, as well as local restaurants, shops, and more. Your dollar is recycled repeatedly throughout the 
community. 

TheMusicHall.org/donate

SERIES SPONSORS:



Selected by Portland Magazine as one 

of the "Ten Most Intriguing People 

in Maine,” award winning writer and 

performer Susan Poulin is the author 

of eleven plays, six of which feature 

her alter ego, Ida LeClair, “the funniest 

woman in Maine.” She writes the popular 

Maine humor blog and podcast, Just Ask 

Ida, and is the author of Finding Your Inner Moose: Ida LeClair’s 

Guide to Living the Good Life and The Sweet Life: Ida LeClair’s 

Guide to Love and Marriage published by Islandport Press. As 

well as creating and touring her own work, Susan travels the 

country (virtually, at the moment) as an actor/improviser and 

facilitator for PowerPlay (unh.edu/powerplay), a professional 

applied theatre company based at the University of New 

Hampshire. In May of 2019, during a joint session of the Maine 

State Legislature, Susan was inducted into the Franco-American 

Hall of Fame honoring of her body of work and her promotion 

of Franco-American cultural identity. She continues to be a 

leader in bringing a female voice to New England storytelling 

and humor, and sharing the healing power of laughter with 

audiences statewide and beyond. Check out Susan’s popular 

TEDxPortsmouth Talk at poolyle.com

The other half of Poolyle Productions, 

Gordon Carlisle, has been actively 

involved as a visual artist, songwriter 

and actor in the greater Portsmouth, NH 

area for almost forty years. A graduate of 

the San Francisco Art Institute, Gordon 

primarily makes his living as a visual 

artist, creating both private and public 

murals, theatrical set design, portraits, graphics and illustration. 

In 1999, Gordon was awarded a New Hampshire State Council 

on the Arts Individual Artist Fellowship for his achievement as a 

muralist. His most recent commissions include six, large Public 

Art landscape paintings for three different court houses in 

Maine and New Hampshire. Gordon’s studio artwork has been 

exhibited across the US. For his commercial artwork, please 

visit: gordoncarlisle.com

David Kaye (Director) David counts among his greatest good 

fortunes his many collaborations with Susan Poulin. In addition 

to working on eleven Poolyle productions with her, He has 

directed Susan in Steel Magnolias (as Truvy Jones) for Get-A 

Clue Productions, and currently works regularly with her as 

a company member of UNH Power Play, an applied theatre 

company that works with institutions across the US. David has 

worked throughout  the region and the US as both an actor 

and a director. He has extensive experience in the area of solo-

performance, having directed such new works as Sarah Brown’s 

Bloodshed, Miracles, Deliverance, Good Food!, which premiered 

at the Theatronetto Festival in Tel Aviv, Israel before heading 

to the NYC Fringe Festival, and as a writer performer of his 

own solo-plays. These include How I Brought Peace to the Middle 

East: A Tragicomedy, which was performed at NYC’s United Solo 

Festival and the Edinburgh Fringe, and The Haber Conundrum, 

(about German Chemist Frtiz Haber) that premiered at the 

Artist’s Collaborative Theatre of New England. David is a 

Fulbright Scholar who has served on the faculty of the UNH 

Department of Theatre and Dance since 1996. David is graduate 

of the MFA professional theater-training program at Brandeis 

University.  

As Poolyle Productions, Poulin and Carlisle have been 

collaborating on plays, songs, and artwork for three decades. 

Their critically acclaimed plays, In My Head I'm Thin, Shutting 

Up Peggy Lee, Spousal Deafness…and Other Bones of Contention, 

Pardon My French!, Ida: Woman Who Runs With The Moose!, 

Ida’s Havin’ a Yard Sale!, A Very Ida Christmas!, I Married an Alien! 

and The Moose in Me, the Moose in You have broken box office 

records throughout the Northeast. Their plays have also been 

used as fundraisers by many organizations. For more on Poolyle 

Productions, please visit poolyle.com.

Written by Susan Poulin with Gordon Carlisle

Directed by David Kaye

Mock Christmas carol lyrics, poster graphics, set painting  
and design by Gordon Carlisle

Setting: the double wide mobile home of Charlie and Ida LeClair in Mahoosuc Mills, Maine.  
It’s the afternoon of December 24th, in the not too distant past.

 A Very Ida Christmas copyright Poolyle Productions 2008 


